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Blighted

after “Get your cut throat off my knife" by Diane di Prima

You see, what they don't get

is that when your

baby dies inside you, sometimes there is nothing to cut
out. It's like a lump in your throat,

not a thing you can scrape off.

When | saw that hollow blackness inside my

womb, | would have killed for the knife.

Sarah Harsh
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The Last Rite

after “Having It out with Melancholy” by Jane Kenyon

Gram would say that medication was for the unholy,

that true faith alone could drive out every ghost

and demon. She said it was you

who weighed faith, deciding when prayers are

pious enough, certain

to cure the tormented. She'd lean close to

press her crucifix to my brow, bidding peace to come,
though, like a thief in the night, it fled, never to return again.

A.R. Williams .
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Every Falling

The last time we met here even

the wind was a poet, your hair flying

like tossed branches beneath steel clouds. This is
how heartbreak is born:

love is extracted out

of memory, longing out of

nothing We apple to earth in every ending

after "One Heart" by Li Young Lee | |
oeve
l o | o

after "A Sweetening All Around Me as it
Falls" by Jane Hirschfield
October sun scented of new apples
. G . G picked at their peak. | thought love
was simply that black seed in earth,
had only one purpose—growing — and

only one end— falling.

CX Wang
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