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Self-Portrait as Punctuation

I am a colon: sometimes
shuffling an explanation
your way; sometimes

a drum major heading

a list. Now often cast
aside: a dash subbing
for me; the upstart
comma inserted after
business greetings as if
the letter were friendly.
I'm open for new ideas:
to save dignity; to burn
energy; to find my way
into hearts, minds,
sentences, even poems.

Margaret Rozga
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self-portrait as definition

saturnine
sat-ur-nine \'sa-tor-nin\
adjective

o (of the poet)

woman as space race

or manhattan project, titan-mooned
gloomlurker, capricornian lunacy,
outer satellite as product of a belt

@ (of the poem)

a bluet, a ring

bearer of disappointment,

a daughter

six times removed

from the sun, a jeremiad
deadlocked in sidereal space

J. L. Bermudez
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